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such sense of purpose need not be a fleeting
moment. It can be a lasting virtue. For through
their own lives and through you, the loved ones
that they left behind, the men and women who
lost their lives 8 years ago today leave a legacy
that still shines brightly in the darkness and that
calls on all of us to be strong and firm and unit-

ed. That is our calling today and in all the Sep-
tembers still to come.

May God bless you and comfort you. And
may God bless the United States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:34 a.m. at the
Pentagon. 

The President’s Weekly Address
September 12, 2009

On Wednesday, I addressed a joint session of
Congress and the American people about why
we need health insurance reform and what it
will take to do it. Since then, I’ve continued to
hear from many Americans across the country
about why this is so urgent and important.

I’ve heard from Americans who can’t get
health coverage, men and women who worry
that one accident or illness could drive them in-
to bankruptcy. And I’ve heard from Americans
with insurance who thought that “the unin-
sured” always referred to someone else, but be-
tween skyrocketing costs and insurance compa-
ny practices, they’re beginning to worry that
they could find themselves uninsured too.

It’s an anxiety that’s keeping more and more
Americans awake at night. Over the last 12
months, nearly 6 million more Americans lost
their health coverage; that’s 17,000 men and
women every single day. We’re not just talking
about Americans in poverty, either; we’re talk-
ing about middle class Americans. In other
words, it can happen to anyone.

And based on a brand new report from the
Treasury Department, we can expect that about
half of all Americans under 65 will lose their
health coverage at some point over the next 10
years. If you’re under the age of 21 today,
chances are more than half that you’ll find your-
self uninsured at some point in that time. And
more than one-third of Americans will go with-
out coverage for longer than 1 year.

I refuse to allow that future to happen. In the
United States of America, no one should have
to worry that they’ll go without health insur-
ance, not for 1 year, not for 1 month, not for 1
day. And once I sign my health reform plan into
law, they won’t. My plan will provide more se-
curity and stability to those who have health in-

surance, offer quality, affordable choices to
those who currently don’t, and bring health care
costs for our families, our businesses, and our
Government under control.

First of all, if you are among the hundreds of
millions of Americans who already have insur-
ance through your job or Medicare or Medicaid
or the VA, nothing in my plan will require you
or your employer to change the coverage or the
doctor you have.

What my plan will do is make the insurance
you have work better for you. We’ll make it ille-
gal for insurance companies to deny you cover-
age because of a preexisting condition or drop
your coverage when you get sick or water it
down when you need it the most. They’ll no
longer be able to place some arbitrary cap on
the amount of coverage you can receive in a giv-
en year or over a lifetime, and we will place a
limit on how much you can be charged for out-
of-pocket expenses, because no one should go
broke just because they get sick.

Second, if you’re one of the more than 30
million Americans who can’t get coverage,
you’ll finally have quality, affordable choices. If
you lose your job, change your job, or start your
own business, you will be able to get coverage. 

And as I have said over and over again, I will
not sign a plan that adds one dime to our defi-
cits, period. This plan will be paid for. The mid-
dle class will realize greater security, not higher
taxes. And if we can successfully slow the
growth of health care costs by just one-tenth of
1 percent each year, it will actually reduce the
deficit by $4 trillion over the long term.

Affordable, quality care within the reach of
tens of millions of Americans who don’t have it
today, stability and security for the hundreds of
millions who do, that’s the reform we seek. We
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have had a long and important debate, but
now is the time for action. Because every day
we wait, more Americans will lose their health
care, their businesses, and their homes, but al-
so the dreams they’ve worked for and the
peace of mind they deserve. They are why we
have to succeed.

So if you’re willing to put country before
party and the interests of our children above
our own, if you refuse to settle for a politics
where scoring points is more important than
solving problems, and if you believe, as I do,

that America can still come together to do
great things, then join us. Give us your help,
and we will finally get health insurance reform
done this year.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 2 p.m. on September 11 in the Map
Room at the White House for broadcast on
September 12. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
September 11, but was embargoed for release
until 6 a.m. on September 12. 

Remarks in Minneapolis, Minnesota
September 12, 2009

The President. Hello, Minnesota! Hello,
Minneapolis! Thank you. Thank you, every-
body. Are you fired up? Thank you. Thank
you. Thank you, everybody.

Audience members. Yes we can! Yes we can!
Yes we can!

The President. Thank you. Thank you, ev-
erybody. All right, all right. Thank you. Every-
body take a seat. Take a seat. Great to see you.
It is good to see you all. It’s good to be back in
Minnesota.

Now, before I do anything else, I want to
get to some very important news. I hear the
Gophers have their home opener in their
brand new stadium a little later today. I want
to make sure you know I wish the Gophers
luck. But they are playing Air Force, and I
have to fly back home on one of their planes in
a few hours. [Laughter] So I got to be careful
about what I say.

We’ve got some wonderful people who are
here today with me, and I just want to make
some special acknowledgments. First of all,
your two outstanding Senators, Senator Amy
Klobuchar and Senator Al Franken, are in the
house. My great friend who was part of the
Obama for President movement before I de-
cided to run for President, R.T. Rybak, mayor
of Minneapolis, is in the house. The mayor of
the great city of St. Paul, Chris Coleman, is in
the house. Your attorney general, Lori Swan-
son, is in the house. Your State auditor, Rebec-
ca Otto, is here. And one of the finest public
servants in the country, my Secretary of

Health and Human Services, Kathleen Sebel-
ius, is here.

Also, the biggest Obama fan in the country
is in the house. Love this guy. Michelle has a
picture where she looks like Sasha next to this
guy. [Laughter] He’s a great supporter, and it’s
great to see you again.

You know, I don’t know if any of you caught
it on television—you may have been watching
“So You Think You Can Dance”—[laugh-
ter]—but—Michelle loves that show, by the
way—[laughter]—but the other night, I gave a
speech to Congress about health care. And I
have to say, I can already see that this crowd is
a lot more fun. [Laughter] But listen, I didn’t
go to Congress to—just to speak to Senators or
Representatives; I went to speak on behalf of
the American people. Because, you see, I ran
for this office because I believed it was time
for a Government that once again made possi-
ble the dreams of middle class Ameri-
cans—that we’re looking out for ordinary peo-
ple—a Government that understands the qui-
et struggles that you wrestle with at the kitch-
en table when you’re going through all the
bills, or when you’re lying awake at night at the
end of a long day and trying to figure out what
you’re going to do about health care for your
children or what you’re going to do about the
situation with your mortgage; worrying about
how stable your job is and what’s happening
with the economy; seniors who are worrying
about their retirement security.
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